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AUTHOR  Bernard Farrell 
 
Bernard Farrell was born in Dublin. His plays for theatre include I Do Not Like Thee, Dr. 
Fell (Dublin, The Abbey Theatre, 1979); Canaries (Abbey Theatre1980); All In Favour Said 
No! (Abbey Theatre, 1981); Say Cheese! (Abbey Theatre, 1987); Forty-Four Sycamore 
(Waterford and Dublin, Red Kettle, 1992); The Last Apache Reunion (Abbey Theatre, 1993); 
Happy Birthday, Dear Alice (Waterford and Dublin, 1994, 1995); Stella by Starlight (Dublin, 
Gate Theatre, 1996); and Lovers At Versailles (Abbey Theatre, 2002). His television drama 
includes Lotty Coyle Loves Buddy Holly; Foreign Bodies; Glenroe and Radio Waves. His 
radio drama includes Gliding with Mrs Gleeson; The Scholarship Trio; The Final Whistle; 
When Mr Kelly Met Mozart; The Day Grandpa Disappeared; The Year of Jimmy Somers 
and The Final Whistle. His work has been translated into several languages and has been 
produced in the USA, Canada, UK, Belgium, Holland, Finland, Sweden, Spain, Germany, 
and Australia. He was the Writer in Association at the Abbey Theatre in 1996/1997, and 
among his awards is The Rooney Prize for Irish Literature. He is a member of Aosdána. 
 
 
DIRECTOR  John Anthony Murphy 
 
John is a founder member of the Island Theatre Company.  Productions include : “The Year 
of the Hiker” , “Hamlet” , “The Elephant Man”, “She Stoops to Conquer” , “Sive” , “The 
Crunch” , “Lover’s” , “Where He Lies” , “The Taming of the Shrew” – Island Theatre 
Company. “Dr. Faustus” , “The Playboy of the Western World” , “Home is The Hero”  – 
Everyman Productions; “Julius Caesar” , “Measure for Measure”  – Rattle Bag; “A Prime 
Location”  – Gallowglass; “Romeo and Juliet”  – Cork Opera House / Blood in The Alley.  
He was nominated as best actor in the Irish Times / ESB Theatre Awards for his role of Fr. 
James Keane in Island Theatre Company’s “Borrowed Robes”  and nominated for a Best 
Actor Award in the Dublin Fringe Festival Production of “Rum and Raisin”  – Tall Tales / 
Poggin. 
His Film and T.V. work includes “Angela’s Ashes” , “Gangs of New York” , “The South 
Bank Show” and “Fair City” . For the Quarry Players he has directed “A Crucial Week in the 
Life of a Grocer’s Assistant” , “The Cripple of Inishmaan”, and “The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane”. 
 

 
DESIGN  John Ryan 
 
John is a founder member of the Quarry Players. He acted in the early years in a dozen 
plays and has been set designer for over fifty productions at the Belltable and for recent 
productions of The Beauty Queen of Leenane and The Cripple of Inishmaan at the University 
Concert Hall and The Plough and the Stars at the Millennium Theatre. 

 
 
PRODUCTION MANAGER Jimmy Leonard 
 
Jimmy has in the past, acted with Quarry Players, and highlights include “The Plough and the 
Stars”  and “The Cripple of Inishmaan”. He is a regular on the Pantomime circuit, and has 
appeared in the University Concert Hall on several occasions. 

 
 
 



CAST 
  

 

ANNA - Hazel Robinson 
Hazel began acting with the Torch Players in 1989. Since then she has 
performed with Island Theatre Company, Limerick Theatre Group and 
Quarry Players in their production of “The Plough and the Stars” . 

  

ISOBEL - Karen Fitzgibbon 
Karen is a founder member of Teaspach Theatre Group, and productions 

include ‘Red Roses and Petrol’  and ‘Nuns Wood’ . She has performed 
with Shannonside Theatre Group and is a licentiate of Trinity College 

London (LTCL).  
  

 

DAVID - Wayne Dignam 
A Student of CentreStage Theatre School, Wayne has been in a number 
of productions in Limerick.  This is his debut performance with Quarry 
Players in the Belltable Arts Centre. 

  

TONY - Zeb Moore 
A committee member with the Quarry Players, Zeb has acted in and 

directed Quarry Players Productions, including “One was nude, and One 
wore Tails” , by Dario Fo.  He has also produced a full length feature film 

shot in Limerick in 2003.  
  

 

CLARA - Niamh Coghlan 
Niamh is a Dubliner, and since coming to Limerick over 20 years ago, 
she has been involved in Amateur Drama with both Quarry Players and 
Limerick Theatre Group.  Niamh also worked on the Island Theatre 
Company’s production of “The Ante Room”. 

  

STEPHEN - Noel Dillon 
Noel has been with CentreStage since 2003.  To date he has appeared in 

“A Midsummer’s Nights Dream”, and in Limerick Musical Society’s 
production of “The Hired Man”.  This is his first appearance with the 

Quarry Players.  
  

 

SANDRA – Yvonne Dallman 
Yvonne Studied with CentreStage for a number of years, and has 
appeared in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”, as well as a range of other 
productions. This is her first appearance with Quarry Players. 

  

RITA – Bernie Doyle 
Rita spent her early years with College Players, and later, went on to 

perform with Quarry Players and Limerick Theatre Company. She has 
played Delia in “Home is the Hero” , and Moll in John B. Keane’s play of 

the same name.  
  

 

STEPHANIE - Margaret McBr ide 
Margaret started acting with Quarry Players many years ago, and since, 
has also worked with College Players. She holds a post graduate Diploma 
from NUI Maynooth and a Masters Degree in Theatre from UCG. 

  



QUARRY PLAYERS 
 
Quarry Players, Limerick, return with a reprisal of their very successful production of 
“Lovers At Versailles” , by Bernard Farrell, at the Belltable Arts Centre. This play was staged 
in December, to rave reviews, and is being staged again due to popular demand. 
 
Lovers at Versailles, is a comedy-drama. It tells the story of Stephen, who has just died, 
leaving behind three women. His wife, who has always suspected that Stephen is having an 
affair; his daughter Isobel, who wishes to take full advantage of the opportunity, and his 
other ©spinster© daughter Anna, who now finally has a second chance at happiness, but is it at 
too high a price? Stephen also leaves a legacy of a string of love letters to a mystery woman, 
but just who is she? Farrell manages to weave humour and compassion into contemporary 
life, which will bring bittersweet laughter and heartfelt longing in equal measure, ensuring an 
entertaining evening for all. 
 
Quarry Players, Limerick were founded in 1969, and this will be the 68th major production 
the group has undertaken. The majority of the shows undertaken have been Limerick 
premieres, and some were Irish stage premieres, notably “The Heretic” , “Rashomon” and 
“The Master” . All productions were presented in the city, and over twenty were also 
presented at other venues in the Irish mid-west region. “Translations” , “Goodbye to the Hill” , 
and most recently “The Beauty Queen of Leenane”, were Irish amateur premières and the 
group has played at the Belltable, the LIT Millennium Theatre and The University Concert 
Hall. 

 
PRODUCTION TEAM 

 
STAGE DIRECTOR  Jim Deery 
 
Jim has appeared in numerous productions for Quarry Players, as well as for Tax Players, in 
all major Limerick Theatres. Highlights include “The Chastitute” , “The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane” and “A Crucial Week in the Life of a Grocers Assistant” . 
 
L IGHTING DESIGN  Jay Kavanagh 
 
Jay is the Stage Production Manager with the Belltable Arts Centre. He has worked on 
numerous shows, including “Shock and Awe” for Island Theatre Company, and 
“Eleemosynary”  for La Cosa Nostra. 
 
COSTUME DESIGN  Moira O’Dwyer 
 
Moira has worked with Quarry Players on a wide range of productions, over many years, and 
is in strong demand as a costume designer for many different groups. 
 
SOUND DESIGN   Loren Harnett 
 
Loren is has worked on more than a dozen productions for Quarry Players in various design 
aspects, in the Belltable, UCH and the Millennium Theatre. He has also worked with Island 
Theatre Company and a number of other companies around the country. He is currently vice-
chairman and technical director of the Drama League of Ireland. 


